RECOVERY: SOCIAL CAPITAL
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Recovery of the people, hy
the peopie, for the people

Julie Hernandez looks at the issues and practicalities of recovery and
special justice in areas devastated by disasters, drawing on elements from
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, and the earthquake in Haiti

recovery capital into the only resource that
won't go away in a disaster — its survivors ?
‘ Despite its staggering poverty, shaky
political history and rampant violence, Haiti
functioned before the quake. Its citizens
were neither the hapless victims of dire
circumstances, nor the hardened criminals
porfrayed by news media and, sometimes,
disaster managers. To discard their resources
and adaptability when planning for a future
mega-crisis would amount to chopping off
recovery's most resilient component.
The lessons of Katrina have opened
a few paths, the first of these being
reconnecting people with information
and mobilisation networks
After food, water, shelter and sometimes
medicine, knowing what's going on, and
where, is one of the most important, yet often
overlooked, needs of disaster victims. After th
trauma of seeing one’s familiar world collapse,
literally in Haiti's case, reliable information is a
crucial element in jump starting a community’s
resilience. One of the most unnerving aspects
| of the media coverage after Hurricane Katrina
s, e was that the spectacular footage of flooded
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HE SPEED AND STRENGTH WITH To discard the resources and adaptabmty of the people of under water and which ones had been spared.
which the US and the rest of the world Haiti when planning for a future mega-crisis would amount This kept the evacuees in a very bleak and
forged relief strategies in Haiti must be to chopping off recovery’s most resilient component debilitating state of limbo for several days.
welcomed. But before we rush into recovery UN photo On the other hand, national talk-shows and
for the Haitian people by outside agencies means of crisis response lie in disarray. local radio stations played an incomparable
— without the participation of local people The situation in New Orleans today, in role in circulating eyewitness accounts
themselves — there are a few lessons to be 2010 — the incredibly slow, unplanned and from locals (loaded with spatial indications
learnt from the other side of the Guif of Mexico. selective recovery of a city more vulnerable relevant to the listeners) and reconnecting
The events of 2005 in New Orleans — the than ever to the next disaster — opens a new the dots of the scattered communities.
collapse of buildings and infrastructure, front line in resilience. Throwing billions The earthquake in Port-au-Prince struck
communication networks, law enforcement of dollars at a disaster is no use when the during late afternoon, a time when families
and governance at every level — pose a agencies supposed to spend this money have, were disconnected between home, work and
crucial challenge of how to invent new ways of themselves, been washed out. This leads to schools, and the subsequent wanderings of
tackling a cataclysmic crisis when the usual the question: How can we invest whatever people running around the streets to find their
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