COPENHAGEN: CLIMATE SUMMIT 2009

..................................................................................................................................................................................... I I e R R e

Patrick Lagadec looks at the recent UN Climate Change Conference,
COP 15, saying that for a truly sustainable future, we must find a shared

desire to confront the realities of today, let alone those of tomorrow

Gopenhagen: The lost hattle?

F WE DON'T ACT NOW, THE EARTH

will be affected by major disasters in the
2050s.” Those words were the guiding light,
leading reflections regarding future sustainable
development policies at the Copenhagen
summit on climate change last December.

But there were serious pitfalls as everyone's
eyes focused on the economic and financial
Issues of measures taken today, before
considering the probiems of tomorrow.

Unfortunately, the distant 2050s are not
the only issue at stake. Our most immediate
problem is that we will be confronted — in
the very near future — with chaotic, manifold,
entangled and very destructive phenomena.

Let us start from another vitally relevant
standpoint where exireme situations dictate
their own rules. This can be intolerable for our
Cartesian spirits and precise methods, those
that revere order, measure, reason and the return
of normality. Without these, there are no elegant
models, no structured debates, no accurate
calculations, or maybe no calculations at all.

NoN-MEDIAN EVENTS

But even if we feel more comfortable
sticking with such Gaussian models, we
ought to think about shifting the curve just
a little bif to the right, and we will realise
the new scale of non-median events.

Qur first problem will not be the global
rising sea levels but the climatic attacks
we will endure and which will thrust us
brutally into the era of mega-crises.

It only took a double storm, such as
that in 1999, to destroy as many forests in
France as had been lost during the previous
two centuries. With the potential risk of
endangering many ports, seaside areas and
river banks, as well as major infrastructure
(for example, the partial flooding of the
Blayais nuclear power plant, near Bordeaux, in
1999), there are many other vulnerable sites,
many of which are not as well protected.

Turn to Xynthia this February — a perfect
global warning. Meteorologists sounded
the alarm, warning that very severe winds
would hit the Atlantic coast. But, as with
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Katrina, the wind was not the key problem;
water was the challenge on two fronts. Dykes
could not withstand the surge from the sea;
swollen rivers flooded from the land side
The crisis did not stick to pre-ordained
plans. Evacuation was not considered, let alone
ordered. The result was low-lying land that
had been densely built up in recent years, was
submerged at night. Fifty-three people died.
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A few weeks previously, a prolonged snow
episode had a global impact on Europe: planes,
trains, roads, supermarket deliveries and global
technical processes were affected by what
hinted at the beginning of a systemic crisis.

Hurricane Katrina destroyed New Orleans
in 2005 and, one year later, two hurricanes
gave the US another serious scare when
they struck Houston. When a major strategic

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

14 CRISIS|RESPONSE VOL BISSUE 2






